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Parents buying school supplies for grammar schoolers would be wise to avoid
Playskool crayons. The brand, sold at Dollar Tree, was found to have trace
elements of asbestos.
"The good news is that when we were testing three years ago, all sorts of brands
came back with asbestos," said Kara Cook-Schultz, toxics director at U.S. Public
Interest Research Group, which conducts annual tests of toys and school supplies.
"Now it's just this one."
Indeed, in tests run in 2015, many major brands, including Disney Mickey Mouse
Clubhouse Crayons and Nickelodeon Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles crayons,
contained trace amounts of asbestos fibers — a substance that can cause breathing
difficulties and cancer if inhaled. Although the Consumer Product Safety
Commission acknowledged that it was unclear whether the asbestos trapped in
crayon wax posed a danger, it noted that kids sometimes eat crayons and
recommended that parents avoid asbestos-containing brands as a precaution.
Since then, most brands have revamped their crayon manufacturing process to
eliminate even trace elements of asbestos fibers.
However, in tests run this year on green Playskool crayons, U.S. PIRG found
tremolite fibers — a type of asbestos. A handful of other products that U.S. PIRG
tested also contained dangerous chemicals, according to the organization's just
released back-to-school report.
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Blue three-ring binders made by Jot and sold at Dollar Tree tested positive
for phthalates, a substance linked with asthma, obesity and lower-IQ scores,
for instance.
Dry erase markers made by Expo and The Board Dudes tested positive for
carcinogenic BTEX chemicals, such as benzene, xylene, and toluene.
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Additionally, two types of children's water bottles were previously recalled by
the Consumer Product Safety Commission for containing lead -- Reduce
Hydro Pro Furry Friends water bottle, sold at Costco and Amazon, and GSI
Outdoors Children's Water Bottles, sold at L.L. Bean. Despite the recall, a
CBS New reporter was able to order the Hydro Pro Furry Friends product
from Costco online. A Costco spokesman failed to return a reporter's phone
calls.
Retailers and manufacturers of these products said they were scrambling Monday
to evaluate the PIRG data, which some said conflicted with their own laboratory
tests.
A spokesman for Dollar Tree said all of its children's products are independently
tested and meet all legal and safety standards.
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Julie Duffy, a spokeswoman for Hasbro, which owns the Playskool brand, said the
company would investigate the US PIRG claims thoroughly, "including working
with Leap Year, the licensee of the product."
"We are aware of a report of trace amounts of asbestos being detected in a small
amount of product testing conducted by a private group and are reviewing our
own certified lab testing, which to our knowledge, passes all regulatory
requirements and had no detectable asbestos," added a spokesman for LeapYear.
"We will issue a formal statement upon the completion of our review. Consumer
safety is most important to Leap Year and we take these matters very seriously."
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The bright side: The vast majority of products tested by U. S. PIRG this year were
found to be devoid of toxic chemicals. U.S. PIRG also tested glue, lunch boxes,
spiral notebooks and rulers, as well as multiple other types of crayons and pens.
Indeed, Cook-Schultz said the Art and Creative Materials Institute has also begun
testing and labeling products and all of the ACMI-labeled items proved safe.
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"I think there's good news here for parents," said Cook-Schultz. "You can look for
these labels and buy safe products."
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-- This story has been corrected to exclude Crayola and Rose Art crayons from
those found to have trace amounts of asbestos in 2015. Both brands tested
negative for asbestos that year.
© 2018 CBS Interactive Inc.. All Rights Reserved.

Share /

Tweet /

Reddit /

Flipboard /

Email

Kathy Kristof

Symbol

ON TWITTER »

View all articles by Kathy Kristof on CBS MoneyWatch»
Kathy Kristof, editor of SideHusl.com, is an award-winning financial
journalist and the author of Investing 101.

DOW

Last Change % Change
25,482.85 +320.44

+1.27%

NASDAQ

7,828.90

+54.78

+0.70%

S&P 500

2,838.13

+19.76

+0.70%

Sponsored Links

Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania: This Unbelievable, Tiny Company Is
Disrupting a $200 Billion Industry
EverQuote Insurance Quotes

Enter Your Name, Wait 12 Seconds, Brace Yourself
TruthFinder

Why Millennials are “Ghosting Amazon”
Wikibuy

Latest Features
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/asbestos-crayons-playskool-consumer-group-finds/

2/5

8/16/2018

Asbestos found in some crayons, consumer group finds - CBS News

Crocs to close remaining manufacturing facilities; executive to resign
About 235,000 hair dryers
recalled due to burn risk
Original Aerosmith tour van found in small Massachusetts town by "American
Pickers"
.

Sponsored Links

J.C. Penney plunges amid
weak results, loss forecast

Early Signs And Treatments For Diabetic Nerve Pain
China sending trade envoy to
Washington for talks

Yahoo Search

Forget Your 401k if you Own a Home (Do This)
Morning Finance | LendingTree Quotes

Walmart sales rebound with
strongest growth in a decade

Teen girl pushed off bridge into river, breaks five ribs
A career change that hits all
the right notes
Woman helps man short on cash at Wawa, finds out he's Keith Urban

Market News
.

Sponsored Links

Pennsylvania: Say Goodbye To Your Mortgage If You Have No Missed Payments
Mortgage Quotes | Fetcharate

Glasses-Wearers Are Going Crazy Over This Website
GlassesUSA.com

MoneyWatch Spotlight
5 great new car deals you can
get now

6 of the safest cars on the
road

Mark Zuckerberg grilled over
data scandal

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/asbestos-crayons-playskool-consumer-group-finds/

3/5

8/16/2018

Asbestos found in some crayons, consumer group finds - CBS News

Russian trolls' standout
Facebook ads

Facebook promises better
privacy - and dating features at F8

Stock Watchlist

CBS News On Samsung TV
CBS News on Samsung TV

Quotes delayed at least 15 minutes. Market data provided by ICE Data Services. ICE Limitations.
Powered and implemented by FactSet.
Legal Statement.

CBSNews.com

CBS Interactive

Follow Us

Site Map
Help
Contact Us
CBS Bios
Careers
CBSi Careers
Internships
Development Programs

Privacy Policy
Ad Choice
Terms of Use
Mobile User Agreement
About CBS
Advertise
Closed Captioning
CBS News Store

Facebook
Twitter
RSS
Email Newsletters
YouTube
CBS News Radio
CBS Local

Search...

Copyright © 2018 CBS Interactive Inc.
All rights reserved.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/asbestos-crayons-playskool-consumer-group-finds/

4/5

8/16/2018

Asbestos found in some crayons, consumer group finds - CBS News

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/asbestos-crayons-playskool-consumer-group-finds/

5/5

